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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The writer became interested in the curriculum of 
the Booker T. Washington Junior High School, Marlin, Texas, 
after close observation of a study made by the teachers of 
the school. 
The writer saw a need to evaluate the curriculum in 
the junior high school, Marlin, Texas to ascertain if the 
needs and interests of the pupils are being met so as to en­
able them to compete as citizens in their changing society. 
A good foundation in the Booker T. Washington Junior High 
School in Marlin, Texas will enable the pupils to establish 
their status in society and to share effectively in life's 
activities. 
In order that pupils of the junior high school will 
live more effectively in their society, the curriculum should 
include various wholesome activities and educative experi­
ences. Through these activities the child should be able 
to explore and discover his interests and abilities. Ex­
periences should be provided in the curriculum which will 
equip pupils with the foundation they will need to partici­
pate fully in high school programs. 
The junior high school curriculum should also equip 
2 
those pupils that tend to withdraw from school at this level 
to meet life's problems as a citizen in our society,, 
Many changes have taken place during the twentieth 
century in industry, farming, communication, transportation, 
medicine and science, which greatly affect the lives of the 
pupils in schools of today. Schools are making changes in 
methods, equipments, building and curriculum offerings to ad­
just the pupil to live in a constantly changing society. 
It has been generally agreed that absenteeism, drop­
outs, lack of interests and proper motivation are serious 
handicaps to the development of the child in school and in 
society at large. Basic to these problem situations, there 
appears to be a growing realization that absentees tend to 
imply that the pupil fundamental needs are not being met. 
For an example, the incident of dropouts is not just a school 
problem, but a problem that should have the concern and co­
operation of all social institutions. The lack of interest 
and motivation contributes in many instances to serious 
school problems and should be considered as extremely sig­
nificant and basic in planning the school's curriculum. 
The Problem 
Statement of the Problem. The purpose of this study 
has been to ascertain in so far as possible, if the present 
curriculum of the Booker T. Washington Junior High School 
contributeseffectively to (1) regularity of attendance, (2) 
3 
holding powers, (3) student interest and (if-) vocational and 
educational needs of its students generally. 
Therefore it is further implied that the experiences 
and activities provided are to be evaluated in terms of the 
extent of their influence on the previously named factors. 
Importance of the Study. It has been a belief on 
the part of the writer that the curriculum of the Booker T. 
Washington Junior High School should be evaluated periodi­
cally to determine the extent of its meeting the needs and 
interests of pupils. It Is further believed that an inef­
fective curriculum may be a contributing factor to dropouts 
and absentees. 
This study has offered an opportunity to analyze the 
course of study of the Booker T. Washington Junior High School 
so as to recommend changes if needed. 
A very vivid description of what is expected of the 
school today is found in Teacher Exchangei 
Parents know that today's children are living in a 
world of conflict and unrest. They know that their own 
training does not always provide the knowledge they need 
in helping their children through adolescence. They ex­
pect the schools to aid them to supplement the foundation 
which they have build.1 
Delimitation of the Study. It is the intention of 
the writer to study and analyze the curriculum of the Booker 
T. Washington Junior High School in terms of its effect on 
•®-"A Challenge Answered", Teacher Exchange. February 
1958, Vol. 12, p. 74. 
student interests; to ascertain to some degree why students 
fail to complete their junior high and high school work; 
and offer recommendations that may aid in solving some of 
the problems in junior high schools. The writer will pre­
sent authoritative information on the previously mentioned 
factors and recommendations. 
Methodology. The data for this project were obtained 
from the W. R. Banks Library, Marlin Public Library, books and 
periodicals dealing with curriculum improvement. Information 
was also obtained from questionnaires sent to the Booker T. 
Washington Junior High School teachers, the students of class of 
1958 and their parents. 
Definitions of Terms Used 
Curriculum is an organized series of experiences 
carried on under the guidance of an understanding teacher 
toward certain socially desirable goals which have been de­
cided upon in terms of the needs of the learner, and which 
will provide for his continuous growth and development.2 
The following definitions were taken from Harl R. 
Douglass' book: Organization and Administration of Second­
ary Schools .3 
Program of Studies represent the list by years of 
2Helen K. Mackintosh, "How Shall We Think of the 
Curriculum?", Curriculum Journal. Vol. 7, (November, 1936), 
P. 5. 
o 3liorl R' D?uglass, .Organization and Administration of 
Secondary Schools (New York:Ginn and Company, 19^5), p. 52. 
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all high school courses of instruction. 
Course of Study concerns the arrangement of the de­
tailed materials of instruction within a given unit of a 
subject. 
Core-curriculum is that portion of course experiences 
requires of all students. 
Broad Fields Curriculum consists of a curriculum in 
which various relatively homogeneous subjects are unified. 
Absentee is a pupil not present in school one half 
of the school day. 
Dropouts constitute pupils that terminated their 
schooling before graduating. 
Extracurricular represent educational activities 
supplementary to the regular course of study or curriculum.^ 
Mtfilliam H. Burton and Leo J. Brueckner, Supervision 
A Social Process (New York: Appleton-Century-Crafts. Inc.. 
1955), P. 415. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OP THE LITERATURE 
In recent years considerable interest has been 
directed toward reporting on studies and surveys relative 
to curriculum evaluation. To this extent it has been felt 
that adequate attention should be given to an analysis of 
current literature. 
Characteristic of Effective Curriculum Planning. 
Many of our present schools are exceedingly good, and almost 
every one has some characteristics of unusual values. What 
is needed, fortunately, is not the creation of a new system 
of schools but the improvement of an establishment which is 
strengthened by a wealth of solid experience. 
The program of education in a junior high school 
consists of the planned activities and experiences of the 
school, which furnish a curriculum for all pupils. The 
basis for the program is the educational needs of the age-
group and the special needs of any individual in it. 
Effective learning takes place when the learner un­
derstands the purposes to be attained and feels the ends are 
worthy of attainment.-1- Pupils learn best when the goals 
^The Texas Study of Secondary Education. Criteria 
for Evaluating Junior High Schools. Research Study Number 
Fifteen (Austin, Texas, 195*0, P. *+6. 
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and purposes of their learning are those they have accepted 
as valuable and desirable in their own lives. Since pupils 
learn largely from experience, and most of the learning in 
the junior high school should be in the field of human re-
lations, the educational program should encourage an abun­
dance of rich social experiences in the Junior high school. 
The Texas Study of Secondary Education brings out 
the point that evaluation is very important in an effective 
educational program. 
The only assurance of an effective educational pro­
gram is a continuous evaluation of the results. Pro­
vision should be made for all the people involved to 
participate in the evaluation. A main purpose of evalu­
ation is always to indicate the areas where improvement 
is needed and the possible directions of improvement.2 
A continuous evaluation of the total school program 
is basic to a well-planned and dynamic program in a society 
which is constantly changing. A school which might have 
been considered adequate in the past is probably inadequate 
today, and a school which is considered good today may be 
quite inadequate tomorrow. 
In the Southern Associations' Cooperative Study in 
Elementary Education it was stated that evaluation includes: 
(1) Stating values and purposes in terms of the needs 
of individuals and the groups, the community, and an ever 
changing society, (2) securing evidences that these values 
and purposes are being realized, (3) interpreting the 
evidences gathered, and (4-) redefining values, setting 




Krug identified five urgent needs in contemporary 
society, all of which are closely related to the purpose 
and activities of the school: 
1. The need for reducing or eliminating entirely 
the lag between mechanical and social progress 
which is an underlying factor in the major 
social problems of our times. 
2. To help individual human beings achieve greater 
success in living with themselves in facing, 
and solving personal problems. 
3. To realize more fully the promises and possi­
bilities of democracy as a way of life. 
To develop more active and interested partici­
pation on the part of all citizens in the prob­
lems and concerns of their local neighborhoods 
and communities. 
5. To establish permanent peace among the nations 
of the world. 
It seems reasonably clear that the curriculum makers 
must use various connotation of interest. There must be an 
inner motive based upon an identification of the self with 
the activity or experience if learning is to be proved satis­
factory. 
Counts said: 
Much is said concerning the need of organizing the 
curriculum about the child's interests. That curricu­
lum making must have regard for these interests is ob­
vious; but that this means an uncritical incorporation 
^Evaluating the Elementary School, A Guide for Co­
operative Study, Southern Associations Cooperative Study 
in Elementary Education (Atlanta r i 
^Edward A. Krug, Curriculum Planning (New York: 
Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1957), P. 3. 
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into the school program of any activity in which under 
any conditions the child may display an interest is 
clearly an indefensible article of faith.5 
An attractive school environment enhanced by the 
pleasing personality of an understanding teacher will do 
much to attract children to school and to eliminate non-at­
tendance before it occurs.6 
Learning should be a delightful experience, even 
through mastery of difficult subject matter. To learn should 
be a challenge. Good teachers teach children rather than 
subject matter. 
Dropouts and absentees are believed to be the result 
of poor curriculum construction. Since 1930 there has been 
a considerable amount of attention given to the possibility 
that the schools were at fault in producing much of our 
dropouts.? 
Burton and Brueckner take the position that studies 
of holding power will reveal several shortcomings such as: 
(1) In the academic curriculum, (2) in the vocational 
offerings, (3) in extra-curricular opportunities, (ll-) 
in methods of instruction, and (5) other phases of the 
school life. 
5George S. Counts, "Statement on Interest in National 
Society for the Study of Education," The Foundations of Cur­
riculum Making, Twenty-Sixth Yearbook, Part II (Bloomington, 
Illinois: Public School Publishing Co., 1927), p. 77. 
^Arch 0. Heck, Administration of Pupil Personnel 
(Boston: Ginn and Company, 1929), P. 114. 
"^Charles L. Kiel she, "A Study of the Student Drop­
out Problem at Indiana University," Journal of Educational 
Research. XLIX (January, 1956), p. 357. 
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Many causes may be listed for dropouts as: economic 
need, no interest in school or maladjusted in school, 
to earn own money, because some considered their edu­
cation complete and because of marriage.8 
Trend in Curriculum Development. No curriculum is 
ever complete or in that stage >where changes are not neces­
sary. Today it may meet the needs and interests of the 
student but tomorrow the curriculum may be completely out­
dated. 
While curriculum planning is desirable at any time, 
it is a matter of crucial necessity at the present.9 
Krug attacks the urgency of curriculum planning in 
this manner: "Curriculum planning cannot wait. It is among 
the most practical activities on which human beings today 
can expend energy, money, intelligence and skill."10 
The needs for curriculum planning in the school 
today is significant if further progress on the part of 
the individual is desired. 
Curriculum planning must be handled so as to pro­
duce a state of balance. It is necessary that the curricu­
lum be evaluated often so as to keep abreast with the needs 
of the pupils. 
During a recent meeting of the Department of Elemen­
tary School Principals in Philadelphia, Chenault commented 
^Burton and Brueckner, op. clt., p. 374. 
9William T. Brady, "A Vote of Confidence For Ameri­
can Education," Journal of the National Science Teachers 
Association, XXV (March, 1958), p. 93. 
10Krug, op. cit.. p. 2. 
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on the need for balance in schools: 
The demands upon our schools today are real. They 
must be met with a sound perspective neither clinging 
blindly to the past nor rushing pell-mell into making 
changes. A sound educational program demands careful 
planning and a spirit of cooperation between profession 
and public.11 
A program of curriculum improvement will go further 
than developing curriculum in a given class room, further 
than writing courses-of-studies. A program of curriculum 
improvement to be successful must bring about many important 
changes within persons and within the elements constituting 
the setting for learning.12 
Changes within persons include their attitudes, 
understanding, appreciation and skills. They will develop 
knowledge and conviction of the nature of experiences as 
fundamental of the educative process. 
There are several ways in which curriculum planning 
can take place in the school. 
Leonard has suggested the following approaches: 
(1) Lessons or assignments or units can be laid 
out carefully in every detail and handed to 
pupils. 
(2) Resource units are organized ideas, principles, 
understandings, references, activities, sug­
gestions for methods and evaluation—on certain 
social or personal problems which have arisen 
llRobert N. Chenault, "Need for Balance," Journal 
National Education Association. XII (April 11, 19^8), p. 16. 
12A. S. Barr, William H. Burton and Leo J. Brueckner, 
Supervision (New York: Appleton-Century-Crafts, Inc., 1947), 
p. 629. 
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in connection with a careful study of the 
pupils and the environment in which he lives. 
(3) Group planning done by a group of teachers with 
common problems, sitting together for an hour 
or so daily or weekly to plan their work. 
(*0 Education of the teachers in educational experi­
ences as excursions, travel, study, and the 
pooling of experience.13 
Curriculum materials must be constantly evaluated 
to keep them in line with the needs of a changing society, 
and with the needs of the individual living within that so­
ciety.1^ Desirable changes in educational aims necessitate 
changes in the curriculum to bring it in line with emerging 
research findings on the nature of the learner, of the learn­
ing process, and of the teaching process. 
If the school is to succeed, it must first keep its 
pupils attending school. Schools, homes, and modern social 
conditions play an important part in school attendance. 
In curriculum development the interests and attitudes 
of the pupils must be considered. Interest which is an es­
sential element in any activity well done, has to do with the 
effective state of the pupil. 
As pointed out by the Social Studies in Texas Schools: 
13J. Paul Leonard, Developing the Secondary School 
Curriculum (New York: Rinehart and Company, Inc., 1957), 
P. 121. 
l^loyd T. Goodier and William A. Miller, Adminis­
tration of Town and Village Schools (St. Louis: Webster 
Publishing Co., 1938), p. 21. 
rM4 ^Lorena B. Stretch, The Elementary School of Today 
(Minneapolis: Educational Publishers, Inc., 19^7), p. 66. 
13 
The school should provide the guidance whereby youth 
may exercise democratic procedures with emphasis on 
values of the American way of life and to gain in the 
recognition of the responsibilities and privileges of 
the individual. Teachers are realizing more than ever 
the need to teach the ideals and principles of democratic 
society in opposition to increasing threats of other ways 
of life.16 
Pupil interest and self expressions are essential to 
educational programs and may be used to determine the effec­
tiveness of the school's program. Pupil interest is gener­
ally regarded as a prerequisite to effective teaching. 
Mort states that: 
When a teacher is interested in a thing he is in it 
and feels a part of it. A teacher who doesn't hook his 
teaching to whatever pupils feel they are already a 
part of is not making the greatest use of the powers he 
has at his command.17 
It is of utmost importance that the teacher first 
discover what interests and purposes his students already 
have. Then limited interests may develop into wider in­
terests, undesirable purposes into praise-worthy purposes 
so as to promote educational growth in the child. 
It is the school's responsibility in part to develop 
within pupils an attitude of concern for the welfare of the 
group and the welfare of each member of the group. Pupils 
should receive both a general and a specialized education, 
l^Texas Education Agency, Social Studies in Texas 
Schools. A Report Prepared by the Committee on Improving 
Educational Services (Austin: Curriculum Division of the 
Texas Education Agency, 1957), p. 2. 
l?Paul R. Mort and William S. Vincent, Modern Ed­
ucational Practice (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company 
Inc., 1950), p. 402. 
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one rounding out the other into a balanced program. 
Spears said: 
Curriculum development must begin where the teachers 
are changing in the things teachers do with children in 
teaching them. A program of curriculum development 
should bring active participation to as many of the 
teachers and students as possible.IS 
There is not the slightest doubt that interest is 
the most powerful motive of all. Unfortunately it cannot 
always be used, partly because it does not always exist and 
partly because the attitude may be attached to the wrong 
thing. Most books that deal with the subject of interest 
show one serious sin of commission and one equally serious 
sin of omission. Prom them the reader almost always get the 
idea that it is criminal to prevent a child from following 
his interest, no matter how temporary it may be. The use 
of outside interests to motivate inside work is therefore 
not only practical but valuable in many ways. 
It is important for a teacher participating in cur­
riculum-revision to know the trends and the fundamental prin­
ciples and conceptions productive of change. 
Reinoehl and Ayer offered the following brief analysis 
of contrasting points to some of the changing conceptions and 
procedures of curriculum development: 
*1 Q 
. v , Harold Spears, The Teacher and Curriculum Planning 
(New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1951), p. 68. 
^Luella Cole, Teaching in the Elementary School 
(New York: Parra and Rinehart, Inc.. 1941), p. 187. 
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The Old Curriculum 
1. Subject-matter centered 
2. Emphasis on formal 
subjects 
3. Expansion into many-
subjects 
k. Subjects the basis of 
organization in each 
grade 
5. Subject divided into 
lessons 
6. Learning subject matter 
7. Learning bookish, verbal 
passive 
8. Courses outlined by-
school executives 
9. Courses uniform, pre­
scriptive 
The New Curriculum 
Child-interest centered 
Empahsis on vital problems 
Grouping into areas of ex­
perience 
Units to satisfy learner's 
needs whatever the grade 
or subject 
Experience units developed 
in life situation 
Experiencing purposeful 
activities 
Learning free, expressive 
active 




^Ocharles M. Reinoehl and Fred C. Ayer, Classroom 
Administration and Punil Adjustment (New York: Appleton-
Century-Crafts , Inc., 19^0), p. 333. 
CHAPTER III 
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OP THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
The Booker T. Washington Junior High School is lo­
cated on the campus with the high school but is in separate 
buildings. Due to the location of the buildings the junior 
high school has the privilege of sharing some of the special 
teachers in the high school. 
In the junior high school there are six homeroom 
teachers with one serving as a part-time principal. The 
junior high department consists of the seventh and eighth 
grades with three divisions of each grade. The departmental 
system is used in which each class or division changes rooms 
every forty-five minutes. 
The schedule consists of eight class periods, six 
are used for teaching core or basic courses. One is a 
supervised study period and one an activity period in which 
there is band practice, choral singing and various club meet­
ings. All students in junior high are required to take two 
years of English, Spelling, History, Geography, Civics 
Arithmetic, and Science five days per week. Extra-curricu­
lar activities are offered two days per week. 
16 
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Descriptions of the courses as offered in the junior 
high school for the seventh grade are as follows: 
English—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The purpose of this course is to meet the com­
munication needs of the pupils in reading, writing, speak­
ing and listening. Pupils will become familiar with various 
types of literature and recognize the value of oral and 
written composition by learning capitalization, punctuation, 
correct usage, spelling, sentence sense and structure. 
Spelling—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The purpose of this course is to develop in the 
pupils the ability to recall from memory the appearance, 
the sound, and the muscular movements which make up the word 
in consideration. The pupils form associations between 
letter symbols and word sounds, combinations of letters to 
form words, of phonetics, of word derivations, pronunciation, 
reading and writing. 
History—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. This is a course surveying the entire field 
of Texas history. Beginning with the period of exploration 
and colonization, emphasizing our struggle for independence, 
labor and problems in setting up our government and the 
problems of present day living. 
Geography—'required one semester subject—five days 
per week. The purpose of this course is to understand 
man's natural environment, to learn something of natural 
18 
resources and man's use of them, to understand natural forces, 
such as, weather, tides, to learn how to use geographic ma­
terial such as, maps, globes, to learn something of the 
chief occupations, to learn useful facts concerning the 
earth and its products and to develop an understanding of 
other social groups in Texas. 
Mathematics—required two semester subject—five 
days per week. The main purpose of seventh grade mathe­
matics is to strengthen and maintain the basic fundamen­
tals gained in elementary school, to increase accuracy and 
speed in computation and problem solving, to provide skill 
in new areas, such as fractions, percentage, decimals, 
measures, measurement and graphs. 
Science—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The general purposes of the seventh grade science 
program are to make students aware of human progress which 
is made possible by science, to show how the human body works 
and how to take care of it, to give an understanding of how 
nature changes and how it cares for life on this planet and 
to make more students interested in a future of science and 
aviation by reading a weekly magazine which is called Current 
Science. 
Civics—required one semester subject—five days per 
week. The purpose of civics or government is to offer the 
student a knowledge of state and local government in the 
lives of its citizens, state constitution, races, cultures 
19 
and nationalities of Texas. 
Band—two semester subject—five days per week. 
The purpose of this course is to teach the students funda­
mentals in standard band instruments, to read music, to 
play instruments and to have music appreciation and enjoy­
ment. 
Music—two semester subject—two days per week. 
The main purpose being to prepare boys and girls to grow 
more mature in music thinking and appreciation. The course 
includes the study of rhythm, sight singing, musical terms 
and notes, music listening and many other activities. 
Extra-curricular activities are designed for the 
whole student body, but participation is limited to a few 
because of choice. Some of the activities are: football, 
basketball, track, soft ball, speaking, spelling, number 
sense, choral singing, clubs and assembly programs. These 
activities offer play, team work, social growth, physical 
improvement, school spirit and healthful living. 
Descriptions of the courses offered in the Junior 
high school for the eighth grade are as follows: 
English—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The purpose of this course is to meet the com­
munication needs of the pupil in reading, writing, speaking 
and listening. There is continued work in paragraph writing, 
capitalization, punctuation, correct usage, sentence structure 
and spelling. Pupil practice in oral expression, silent 
20 
reading and literature appreciation. 
Spelling—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The purpose of this course is to enlarge the 
vocabulary of the pupil by mastering new words. The pupil 
will become familiar with new words used in other subjects 
by compiling a terminology list. They are taught proper 
posture in writing, capitalization, punctuation, correct 
usage, word meaning and syllabification. Contestants are 
selected from this grade to represent the school in the in-
terscholastic league meet for the district and the state. 
His torv—required two semester subject—five days 
week. The purpose of this course is to offer the student 
a knowledge of American history. Beginning with the period 
of exploration and colonization, cultures of the old world 
mingling in the new world; Independence, Civil War, and 
carrying our history through two globel wars to the problems 
of present world living. 
Geography—required one semester subject—five days 
per week. This course is concerned with the geographic 
areas of the United States and its relation to man. His 
chief occupation, the earth and its products, natural 
forces, maps, charts, globes and to understand other social 
groups. 
Civics—'required one semester subject—five days per 
week. The purpose of this course is to continue the study 
of our government on a national level, The United States 
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Constitution, division of government, political parties, 
government finances and the relation of state and national 
government. The study of races, cultures and nationalities 
in the United States. 
Mathematics—required two semester subject—five 
days per week. The mathematics program for the eighth grade 
level is designed to include, the review of addition, sub­
traction, multiplication and division of whole numbers to 
help the student gain mastery; the learning of symbols, ab­
breviations and vocabulary used in mathematics; the study of 
metric units; the improvement of skills in the use of frac­
tions and decimals; to help prepare the students for general 
mathematics and algebra. 
Science—required two semester subject—five days 
per week. The following topics are included to make stu­
dents aware of the effects of natural sciences in their lives; 
astronomy, electricity, sound, air, water, energy conser­
vation and the scientific method as stressed in this course 
as in the other science course. 
Band—'two semester subject—five days per week. The 
students have the opportunity to become members of the regu­
lar band. The students are able to continue instrumental 
music, increase music appreciation and the finer arts of 
music. 
Music—two semester subject—two days per week, main 
purpose being to prepare these boys and girls for performing 
in high school, and also to "become more mature in music 
thinking. Included in this course of study is rhythm, 
sight singing, musical terms, music listening and many 
other activities designed for music appreciation. 
Extra-curricular activities continue through the 
eighth grade allowing the students to develop inter­
personal skills and appreciation toward healthful living. 
CHAPTER IV 
AN ANALYSIS OP DATA RELATIVE TO 
CURRICULUM EVALUATION 
The junior high school students work during summer 
months and harvesting seasons on nearby farms and ranches. 
Ninety-five per cent of these students supplement their 
family income from farm labor during the spring and fall 
seasons. It may be further stated that seventy-five per 
cent of the previously mentioned students received all In­
come from farm labor. 
This is an agricultural area causing great effect on 
the Booker T. Washington School. For an example, the open­
ing date of school, number of holidays, closing date of 
school, attendance during work time and average dally attend­
ance are representative of items effected. Many of these 
items bear directly on the number of teachers employed. The 
writer is only incidentally concerned with those students 
who miss a few weeks at the beginning of school to work, but 
mainly concerned with those that are absent during the time 
when there is no work to be done. Due to the fact this is 
a farming area and some of the parents must have help from 
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their children In earning a livelihood, the school will 
likely continue to have absentees and dropouts. 
In determining the causes of great numbers of drop­
outs, absentees and lack of interests, the writer selected 
the seventh grade class of 1952-53 to serve as a sample 
population. The pupils of this class were sent question­
naires to determine the causes of dropouts, absentees, and 
interests. Questionnaires were also sent to the parents of 
these students to determine in so far as possible the effec­
tiveness of the curriculum and certain other pertinent in­
formation relative to this study. Teachers in the junior 
high school were sent questionnaires also. 
Table 1 is an illustration of parents opinion of 
how effective the curriculum in the junior high school has 
been as reflected through their children. Ten items were 
asked ranging from pupils respect for family authority to 
the manner in which they get along with others. 
The writer visited homes of sixty-two parents of 
class of 1958 and received oral responses to sixty question­
naire items. These parents indicated to some degree that 
they wanted teachers to report pupil's progress by visiting 
the home. They wanted to know more about teachers and the 
conduct of children in schools. 
Furthermore, responses to the questionnaires indi­
cated that the parents are expecting the school to take a 
greater part in the instruction of their children. Forty 
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TABLE 1 
PARENTS OPINION ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CURRICULUM 





He Is Willing to 
Work 25 .0  50 .0  25 .0  
Respect Family 
Authority 16 .7  25 .0  58 .3  
Teacher's Report­
ing Pupil's 
Progress 75 .0  8 .3  16 .7  
Home Visit hy 
Teacher 83 .3  16 .7  
Criticizing 
Parents 66 .6  16 .7  16 .7  
Want Own Money 8 .3  66 .6  25 .0  
Attitudes Toward 
School 25.0 25 .0  50.0 
Collecting Facts 
That Make Sense 
to Him 25.0 50.0 25.0 
Difficulty in 
Getting Along 
with Others 16 .7  16 .7  66 .6  
Use of Threats to 
Gain his Way 75 .0  25 .0  
ice ft. Harms Liorary 
Prairie View A. & M. Coll««» a—« l - — 
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five per cent of the parents indicated to a "high degree" 
they wanted teachers to report pupil's progress in school. 
Fifty per cent of the parents wanted the teachers to make 
home visits to report pupil's progress. 
These findings indicated that a closer relation­
ship should exist "between parents, teachers and the school 
in general. The purposes of the relationship may lead to: 
1. Creating a greater respect for the teacher and 
the type of service he is rendering. 
2. Reporting unusual actions of the pupil, such 
as, cutting class, absent from school, none-
class participation and inadequate lesson 
preparation. 
Ten per cent of the parents indicated that their 
children found it difficult in getting along with people 
at home and school. 
The child's possessing a favorable attitude toward 
school was checked in such a manner as to indicate fifteen 
per cent "markedly"; fifteen per cent "somewhat"; and 
thirty per cent "only slightly". 
The results of the findings of the items stated 
above indicate somewhat a lack of social development on 
the part of pupils. This is an indication that the school 
program is not meeting the needs of the pupils. These anti­
social traits and undesirable attitudes may hinder the pupil 
in making effective adjustments. 
Items such as, respect for family authority, criti­
cizing parents and use of threats to gain his way show 
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generally that the underlying cause may "be placed with the 
home and school. It may be wise that the school, home and 
other social institutions present to the child those ex­
periences and activities necessary for effective growth 
and development. 
Saylor and Alexander state: "It is the school1s 
responsibility in part to develop within pupils an attitude 
of concern for the welfare of the group and for the welfare 
of each member of the group."1 
Table 2 is an illustration of teachers' reaction 
on items affecting instruction. 
TABLE 2 










Conference with parents 100.0 
Reporting pupil's 
progress to parents 100.0 
Sympathy and under­
standing 50.0 50.0 
Pupil's needs and 
interests met 30.0 70.0 
A wide use of materials 
and techniques 100.0 
1J. Saylor and William M. Alexander, Curricu­
lum Plapnjng (New York: Rinehart and Company, 195^*), p. 573. 
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Questionnaires were sent to six junior high school 
teachers in an effort to obtain information on the effec­
tiveness of instruction in the Booker T. Washington Junior 
High School, Marlin, Texas. These teacher reactions pointed 
up their position relative to the present program of studies 
not meeting the needs of the pupils. 
One hundred per cent of the teachers stated that 
conferences with the parents were necessary to a certain 
degree in determining how effective the instructional pro­
gram of the school was. In reporting pupil progress to 
parents, teachers along with some of the parents believed 
this method of contact to be advantageous. As stated 
previously, parents and teachers should have an opportunity 
to meet in many informal conferences so as to evaluate 
their children's progress in school. 
Seventy per cent of the teachers checked "only 
slightly" to pupils needs and interests being met, while 
one hundered per cent indicated they used a wide range of 
material and techniques in teaching these students. 
It may be wise to consider that these reactions 
have indicated that the school's program of activities and 
teacher's method of presentation should be more adequately 
evaluated in terms of meeting the needs and interests of 
students. 
Table 3 is an illustration interpreting the result 
of findings from questionnaires obtained from students of 
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class 1857-58 that dropped out of high school "before grad­
uation. Previous reference has been made to the study 
having included one particular class from the seventh 
grade through the twelfth grade to determine in so far as 
possible (1) student interest while in school, (2) teach­
er's interest as reflected by students, (3) student's past 
and present attitude toward school, and (4-) student's 
present employment status. 
TABLE 3 
DATA ON DROPOUTS IN THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON JUNIOR 






Are you now working? 90 .0  10 . 0  






9 0 . 0  
Did you participate in extra­
curricular activities? 5o .o  50 .0  
Were the teachers concerned with 
your ability to learn? 6o .o  4 - 0 .0  
Did you participate in class 
activities? 20 .0  80 .0  
Did you spend sufficient time 
in preparing assignments? 20 .0  80 .0  
Would you re-enter school if 
conditions allowed you to? 25 .0  75 .0  
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Fifty-six per cent of the original seventh grade 
class withdrew before graduating from high school. Ninety 
per cent stated that they are now working which indicates 
that work may have been the underlying cause for leaving 
school. 
The eighty per cent that underscored "no" to par­
ticipating in class activities and the ninety per cent that 
stated they did not find school interesting were in essence 
indicating that the curriculum of the school did not meet 
their needs and interests. 
Questions such as; were the teachers concerned with 
your ability to learn were checked "yes" by sixty per cent 
of the students. Improvement in the methods of teaching 
and teacher's interest were felt necessary. 
Extra-curricular activities did meet the needs and 
interests of fifty per cent of the students pointing out 
the fact that re-evaluation in this phase of instruction is 
needed. 
In the year of 1952-53, eighty-nine students en­
rolled in the seventh grade, but by the end of the year 
five and six-tenth per cent had withdrawn. Fifteen new 
students were added to the eighth grade thus, making a total 
enrollment of ninety-nine. By the end of the school session, 
thirteen per cent of this class had withdrawn from school. 
Eighty-five members of this original class enrolled 
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in the ninth grade in high school with slightly more than 
one per cent withdrawing. In the tenth grade, slightly 
more than twelve per cent of the students withdrew from 
school. 
Eighteen per cent of the previously mentioned stu­
dents had withdrawn from school at the end of eleventh grade. 
Table 4 points out the fact that fifty-six per cent 
of the students previously referred to had withdrawn from 
school before completing high school. Twenty-one per cent 
of these students withdrew before completion of Junior high 
school. 
Table 5 shows the extent of the attendance in the 
Junior High School, Marlin, Texas, covering a period of six 
years. The number of absentees in the junior high school 
over a period of six years have gradually decreased. 
In 1952-53 slightly less than twelve per cent of the 
students were absent while during the school year 1957-58 
only slightly more than eleven per cent were absent. This 
is an indication that the school, parents and other social 
institutions are still confronted with the problem of absen­
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AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OF SEVENTH 





ance Per Cent 
Total Average 
Daily Absen­
tee Per Cent 
1952-53 190 88.1 11.9 
1953-5^ 19^ 88.9 11.1 
195^-55 203 89.O 11.0 
1955-56 188 87.9 12.1 
1956-57 186 90.8 9 . 2  
1957-58 165 88.8 11.2 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
It was the purpose of the writer to describe the nature 
and scope of curriculum planning in regards to contributing to 
dropouts, absentees and student interests; and to examine the 
history and procedures for curriculum planning. 
Curriculum planning is a continuous process and should 
have the cooperation of the school, home and other social in­
stitutions. These agencies must work together in devising a 
school plan in which the pupil will be equipped for life's 
work. 
Many changes in society have caused educational prac­
tices to change to cope with new pupil-personnel problems. 
The development of the whole child became the center of in­
terest of the school. The teacher can no longer devote her 
entire time to academic tasks but must accept all phases of 
the child's life as a teaching problem. To do this the teacher 
and school had to become more technical and time-consuming. 
The teacher can not handle all of the problems. 
It is still a controversial issue of whether curricu­
lum contents may lead to dropouts, absentees and lack of 
student interests. A percentage of the dropouts and absentees 
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in the Marlin Junior High School were the results of cur­
riculum content and curriculum offering. 
The school, administrator, teacher and community 
have a greater responsibility to the pupils in preparing 
them for life's work in this changing society. To under­
stand thoroughly and to administer adequately to the groups 
of pupils assigned to her, the classroom teacher had need 
for types of technical information for the obtainment of 
materials of which she had neither the time nor the train­
ing in gathering. 
The school administrators should appoint a curricu­
lum committee in which the total school program may be con­
stantly evaluated to ascertain its effect on dropouts, 
absentees, and student interests. The school administrators 
should institute a testing program in order to ascertain the 
curriculum influence on achievement, interest and attitudes. 
The school should make changes in the curriculum 
content so as to conform with a changing society. 
The teacher has a duty' to perform in helping the 
pupils to meet their needs in an atmosphere conducive to 
learning. 
Evaluation is an inescapable part of any program for 
producing materials or improving curriculums. A school must 
determine as best it can as it goes along how well the course 
or curriculum seems to be functioning. The problem must be 
attacked courageously, despite the handicaps. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
The writer recommends the following changes and 
additions to the over-all school program of the Booker 
T. Washington Junior High Schooli 
1. That a curriculum committee "be named to study 
the existing curriculum in terms of its effectiveness on 
instruction, also its influence on the community and the 
community influence on the curriculum. 
2. That a plan be set in motion to evaluate every 
phase of the school's program periodically, listing both 
weak and strong points. The results of these evaluations 
made available to teachers, students, parents, administra­
tors and members of the board of education. 
3. That the Booker T. Washington Junior High 
School exchange its program of study with other schools 
similar in size and enrollment for the purpose of evalu­
ation and comparison. 
That the school secure accepted evaluative 
criteria and made these available to the teachers. 
5. That more courses be offered to the junior 
high students such as homemaking, industrial art, and 
physical education. 
6. That more emphasis be placed on a guidance 
program. 
7. That cumulative records be kept up to date on 
all students in the Booker T. Washington Schools. 
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PARENTS OPINION ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CURRICULUM 
Direction: Please answer the- following questions by placing 
a check mark (*' ) under the column that best fits 
the description of the students. 
Questions Markedly Somewhat 
Only 
Slightly 
Does the pupil defy family 
authority? 
Does the pupil criticize 
his parents? 
Does the pupil want his 
own money? 
Is he willing to work 
hard? 
Is he interested in col­
lecting facts that make 
sense to him? 
Does he use threats to 
gain his way? 
Is there difficulty in 
getting along with other 
people? 
Does the pupil have a 
positive attitude toward 
school? 
Do you appreciate teach­
ers reporting pupil's 
progress to parents? 
Do you want teachers to 
visit your home to report 
pupil progress? 
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TEACHER REACTIONS ON ITEMS AFFECTING INSTRUCTION 
Direction: Please answer the following questions by placing 
a check mark (*0 under the column that best fits 








Do you hold conferences 
with parents? 
Do you visit students 
homes? 
Are you sympathetic and 
understanding of the 
needs of pupils? 
The curriculum is de­
signed to meet needs 
and interests of pupils? 
Do you have a variety 
of teaching techniques 
and materials? 
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DATA ON DROPOUTS IN THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 
JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Name 
Sex 
Age when entered junior high school 
Age at last attendance in school 
Directions: Please answer the following questions by-
underscoring "Yes" or "No". 
Are you now working? Yes No 
Did you find school interesting? Yes No 
Did you participate in extra­
curricular activities? Yes No 
Were the teachers concerned 
with your ability to learn? Yes No 
Did you participate in class 
activities? Yes No 
Did you spend sufficient time 
preparing assignments? Yes No 
Would you re-enter school if 
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